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KIMBERLEY REGION — CONSERVATION INITIATIVES 

Statement by Minister for Environment 
HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Minister for Environment) [3.08 pm]: I inform the 
house of the government’s latest initiatives to conserve the nature and beauty of the Kimberley region. On 
22 October 2010, the Premier and I announced the establishment of the Kimberley wilderness parks, which will 
include the state’s largest interconnected system of marine and terrestrial parks covering more than 3.5 million 
hectares. Under the government’s Kimberley science and conservation strategy, we will create four new marine 
parks, a new national park and additional conservation reserves, as well as a conservation corridor to link the 
Prince Regent area with Drysdale River National Park. This is one of the most significant environmental 
initiatives in our state’s history. The creation of the new marine parks will almost treble the area of marine parks 
and reserves in Western Australia, from approximately 1.5 million hectares to 4.1 million hectares, an area more 
than half the size of Tasmania.  

Members will be aware that just over 12 months ago, the Premier and I announced the government’s intention to 
create a marine park at Camden Sound, a humpback whale nursery and breeding ground that is one of the most 
significant in the world. However our commitment to conserving the Kimberley marine environment goes much 
further. In addition to Camden Sound, the government has proposed three other marine parks—in the north 
Kimberley, at Roebuck Bay, and at Eighty Mile Beach.  

Prince Regent Nature Reserve will also become Western Australia’s ninety-ninth national park, in recognition of 
its outstanding conservation values. It contains more than half of the known terrestrial animal species found 
throughout the Kimberley. We will also protect the Kimberley’s most significant islands as “conservation arks” 
to provide a refuge for native species that are no longer found on the mainland, or are under threat from 
bushfires, feral animals, particularly the spread of the cane toad, and weeds.  

I have released an indicative management plan for the proposed Camden Sound marine park. This proposed 
marine park is now almost twice the size of that originally envisaged by the government, and the total area of 
sanctuary zones being proposed is the largest of any marine park in Western Australia; it is 5 000 hectares 
greater than the area of sanctuary zones in Ningaloo Marine Park. 

The proposed Camden Sound marine park includes two sanctuary zones at Champagny Island and Montgomery 
Reef, totalling approximately 93 000 hectares. These areas contain a range of coral ecosystems with diverse and 
abundant marine life. A further 168 000 hectares will be designated as a special purpose zone for whale 
conservation to enhance the protection of an important humpback whale calving ground and the vulnerable life 
stage of calves. Mineral and petroleum exploration, drilling and production, trawling, pearling and aquaculture 
are not permitted in this zone. 

The indicative management plan for the proposed Camden Sound marine park has been released for public 
comment until 1 February 2011. The planning process for the other three proposed marine parks is commencing. 
The Kimberley wilderness parks and related initiatives will create opportunities for Aboriginal involvement and 
employment in park management. Indeed, the state government will initially invest $10 million over four years 
in voluntary partnerships with traditional owners, pastoralists, conservation groups and other landowners to 
manage extensive late season bushfires, feral animals and weeds to protect the Kimberley’s distinctive flora and 
fauna. The government will also invest $2.7 million in nature-based tourism to improve visitor facilities in the 
Kimberley parks. This will include improvements to visitor facilities in Geikie Gorge, Windjana Gorge and 
Tunnel Creek National Parks. This will complement developments under the government’s Naturebank program 
elsewhere in the Kimberley. This is a very significant environmental initiative for our state. Further initiatives 
under the Liberal–National government’s Kimberley science and conservation strategy will be announced in the 
new year. 

Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Linda Savage. 
 


